What exactly is a bridge or fixed partial
denture?

A bridlge (abso called a fived partial denture) is 2 resioration
which replaces or spans the space where one or more tecth
have been lost. There are tvo types of bridges—fived and
remaovabde. Fioed bridges ane hornded into place and can only
b remsved by 2 dentist. On the other hand. you can take out a
remevabde bridge for cheaning, Removable bridiges, while less
expensive, may not be as desimble as Gxed bridges and are not
ponerally as stable.

Why do I need a bridge?

Your appearance, dental health and the proper functioning of
vour maouth are il important reasons for wearing a bridge. A
bridge helps maintdn the ratural shape of vour Eace and may
help support vour lips and cheeks. The boss of a back oot
sy cause vour mouth o sink and vour fce (o Jook older.

More importanthy, though, vour dental health may suffer when
teeth are not replaced. Teeth were designed 10 complenent
each other. When 2 tooth is lost, the nearby tecth may
toward the empty space, or the teeth in the opposite Fw may
mmove wp or dow lowiend the spece, This places ansual stress
on both the teeth and tissues in yvour mouth,
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I acdivion, the gum tssues and the booe tar hold seeth in
place can break down, increasing the risk of pum disease.
Teseth thai horve tippesd are difficult o clean, making thesy more
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Missing fecth can also affeat the way vou chew and speak.
Chewing om only e side man canse siress 1o vour momh, Yoo
also need your weeth o speak properdy. sinoe they help you
make the mamy seimds needed in speech.

I o v epensive fised beidge work, your dentiss will proside
Arvatmeent oo refer vou o 2 prosthodontisl. A prosthodontist is a
specialisd irained in mestoing naturd eeth and i replicing
missing eeth.

How is a bridge anached?

A fixed bridkee i commanly comented 1o tie il seeth e
i thee space beft by tee missing ooth. A Blse woth (ealled a
porilic) replaces e lost ol The pontic & attadied w ke
croons (nistorations that cover 1 tooth ) Crovwns, wliich ane
cemented omio the naural weth, provide support for e bridee

Trewditional Fived Bridge
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