Root canal treatment {endodontics) is abour
saving teeth, rather than removing them. In
thf rm-‘-'- thf UH'_‘F “.;l.}' Lo Lreat [:I‘:th “'i!h
disease was o pull them. This is not the case
today. Now, thanks to modern dental
te.*v:hniqu:-s. we are able to save dumng-:w:l
tecth more than 20% of the time.

Roor canal therapy treats disorders in the
nerve (pulp) of the woth. It can save a roath
whase p|_|||'|-, which contains its nervies and
blood supply, is discased or damaged, Pulp
disease usually means that the tooth will be
lose unless m:nr_'ti:ing 15 done to save ir.
Root canal therapy invalves replacing the
diseased pulp with a2 substance thae will
keep the wooth funcrional.

Reasons for Root Canals

A damaged or discased woth will nor heal by
iselt. Without treatment, the infection will
spread, bone around the ooth will In;Eiu [0
degenerare and the roath could Gl our. The

only alternative is removing the tooth.

Owver the years, people have heard horror
stories abour root canals, Rest assured thar
your denrist will administer medication ro
make sure the area is numb and you won'
feel pain. Today, a reor canal procedure
using modern rechnology is nearly pain-free.
The tissue surrounding the tooth may be
SCNSINIVE ';J'HI.I'"-"-'IIII:I:: the procedure. Owver-the-
counter pain medication can be used to help
the discomfort,

After Care

Alter the roor canal is uul:lplulcd, you may
notice a slight discoloration and brittleness
i|1 I.I:Il: “L'Jlﬁ.'l.l “.H!'II'I. [ﬂ IMMIOEE CAsSes, }'UII[
dentist will recommend that the treated
l:ﬂﬂl'l'l Iﬂ'll‘i'h-'r A P"l..'"“.lllﬂ'l“ CHosn. IF‘IhE
tooth is not crowned, you may wane to ask
your dentist abour tooth whitening. A
follow-up exam can monitor tssue healing,
From this point on, brush and Hoss as usual

and sec your dentist on a regular basis.

Contrary to popular belicf, after a root
canal vour tooth is not dead. Ir is alive
because it receives a source of blood and
nerve supply from surrounding tissue, The
tooth will have no fecling to hot or cold, bue
will be functional for hi:ing. With proper
care and regular visits to your dentist or
hygienist, the woth should last as long as
your other teeth.

Common Factors and
symptoms
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Treatment

Afrer examining and X-raying the oath, i
will be derermined i a root canal 15 needed
When the decision for roor canal l]li.'l.,lll'.
has been made, a series of appointments will

|l|; 1h..|I-l..'l.|.l.l:'..".|n

& frigf Ao rif PR ERT .'.l"r -'I:.H.".."-r .-:" l,"ru.":rl .'.".'."."
Bir removed, foan .l.l'lll_lr the conaal fievaer, e
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il be placed tuside the canal, A tempontry
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